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CAPSULE SUMMARY

Addendum to CH-042

Black Friars Tobacco Barn

11650 Mt. Victoria Road

Newburg Vicinity

Charles County, Maryland

Black Friars Tobacco Barn is situated near a cluster of agricultural buildings 0.13 miles
south of the Black Friars dwelling. The barn is located on the north side of a dirt
driveway, approximately 0.2 of a mile from its intersection with Mt. Victoria Road.
Measuring twenty-four by eighty-and-a-half feet the barn is an unusually large example
of an early nineteenth-century tobacco barn with an early, if not original, shed on its
south elevation measuring sixteen by eighty-and-a-half feet. The barn is laid out in a
cross-axial plan with four irregular pens. While the north, east and west walls of the barn

are sheathed with vertical siding, the south wall is covered with corn-crib-like slats that

would have facilitated the movement of air between the barn and an open shed located.
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Black Friars Tobacco Barn is situated near a cluster of agricultural buildings 0.13 miles south of the Black Friars dwelling. The barn
is located on the north side of a dirt driveway, approximately 0.2 of a mile from its intersection with Mt. Victoria Road. The barn is
an unusually large example of an early nineteenth-century tobacco barn with an early, if not original, shed on its south elevation.

Oriented east to west, Black Friars Tobacco Barn is laid out in a cross-axial plan. The barn measures twenty-four by eighty-and-a-half
feet and is divided into nine bays and four pens. The bays are ten feet wide with the exception of two door bays five feet wide on
either side of the three central bays. Additionally, two doors are located on the gable ends slightly off-center. There are twenty rooms
in the barn with five rooms in the first pen, six rooms in the second, four rooms in the third, and five rooms in the fourth. Three cross-
sills run across the barn’s transverse axis defining the four irregular pens. All major timbers within the braced-frame barn are hewn or
pit-sawn and fastened with pegged mortise-and-tenon joints. The sills have been reinforced with concrete block and poured concrete
piers at the barn’s western end. Sills elsewhere rest directly on the ground. The barn is also unusually tall standing thirty-one-and-a-
half feet above the sill. With this kind of height, the barn accommodates five tiers of stripped sapling tier poles below the joists. Tier
poles are not continuous across the width of the barn; rather they extend out from the north and south walls and rest on at a set of
transverse rails that run the length of the barn. A large number of tobacco sticks are stored in three piles in the barn’s second bay.

The east, north and west sides of the barn are sheathed with vertical board siding that is likely original. Side-hinged vertical board
vents on the barn’s north elevation are placed on roughly nine-foot centers. The south wall of the barn is sheathed with slats averaging
in width three inches with an average gap of one-and-a-half inches, much like a corn crib. Slats on this elevation would have allowed
air to pass more freely between the barn and what was possibly an original shed extending off this elevation. Louvered vents in each
gable end and intermittently along the south elevation provided additional ventilation. The gable roof is clad with corrugated sheet
metal. Rafters are supported by three collars and rest on a flat false plate.

A shed measuring sixteen by eighty-and-a-half feet extending off the barn’s south elevation possibly dates from the original
construction period. The south wall of the shed is open and round earthfast posts support the corrugated metal roof. Many of the
timbers have been replaced. The shed’s rafters intersect with the barn’s top plate.

Black Friars Tobacco Barn represents a large example of an early-nineteenth century tobacco barn in which a shed was possibly part
of the original design. Corn-crib slating between the barn’s main block and the shed may have been an original solution to ventilating
the drying tobacco as in Drydocking Tobacco Barn (SM-546). The barn’s unusually tall height accommodated five tiers of hanging
tobacco. Tobacco barns like Black Friars were among the first generation of barns to be sided with vertical board in Period I utilizing
top- or side-hinged vertical board vents. The barn’s shed and some of the barn’s timbers are being restored by the owners with
funding from the Tobacco Barn Restoration Fund.

Information gathered from this barn can also be used to understand larger patterns of tobacco barn construction and curing processes
across southern Maryland. Between 2007 and 2008, the Center for Historic Architecture and Design conducted intensive-level
documentation across Calvert, Charles and St. Mary’s Counties on tobacco barns that represented both common and unique
construction between 1750 and 1950. Like the Calvert County Tobacco Barn Survey conducted in 1990, the purpose of this study was
to document and record tobacco barns as a highly threatened architectural and agricultural resource. The National Trust for
Preservation cited the Southern Maryland Tobacco Barn as one of the eleven most threatened building types in the United States,
Information from this study reveals specific patterns of change over time in use and construction of tobacco barns across the southern
Maryland region.
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Black Friars Tobacco Barn
11650 Mount Victoria Rd.
Newburg Vicinity

Charles County, Maryland

For additional documentation of this resource see the “Southern Maryland Tobacco
Barn Project”; call number FRR Mary 21
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CH-042 Black Friars Tobacco Barn

Newburg, Charles County

Photo by Center for Historic Architecture and Design Staff
Looking southeast

December, 2008
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Photo by Center for Historic Architecture and Design Staff
Looking southwest
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